NACBS 2025  |  Montreal
Virtual Day: November 5

Information for Virtual Participants 
This message contains information for navigating our first attempt with a virtual component. We do ask for your patience as we test out this new format.
 
The most current draft version of the program can be found here, on the conference homepage.  The pdf and draft program will not include session links. A separate virtual schedule with session links will be available on a password-protected page in the days before the annual meeting. You will only receive the email with the schedule information if you are registered for the conference, so please register now if you have not done so already. Please remember, if you appear on the program, you must be a current member of the NACBS in good standing at the time of the annual meeting.
 
How the sessions will go
All of the virtual panels will take place via Zoom. We ask that all presenters and chairs show up to their session meeting room 15 minutes prior to the scheduled start time. This will allow for a few moments to troubleshoot any technical issues and to add the session chair as a “co-host” for the session.
 
The session chair is responsible for introductions and time-keeping - they are performing all the usual tasks a chair would in a live session. Please review our guidelines for Chairs here. Chairs should ensure they leave appropriate time for discussion. It is important that long presentations do not cut into the time of other participants, or into the time reserved for Q&A.
 
We are relying on chairs to ensure professionalism and appropriate behavior. If you feel inappropriate comments are being made by anyone, please intercede. You are fully empowered to mute people’s mics as part of your powers as chair, or to kick someone out of the Zoom room if absolutely necessary. If this happens, please let Amanda Perry know at execdirector@nacbs.org.
 
Presenters who need to share their screen, for a PowerPoint or anything else, should let the tech chair know before the session begins, in order to be given screen-sharing powers. Please test all screen-sharing in the pre-session period, before letting in the audience from the waiting room. 
 
The virtual format is good for accessibility, but opens the door for trolls. In the unlikely event that the session is zoom-bombed, chairs, please be sure you are familiar with how to kick participants out of a meeting: in the Participants Window, mouse over the participant’s name, and select Remove from the menu. 
 
Q&A Portion
We suggest the following as the standard practice for Q&A at this virtual day. Session participants and chairs are free to set up their own rules and norms for their sessions. But I’ll explain these norms in the general e-mail to all participants:
 
1. Type QUESTION into the chat if you have a question.
2. Optionally, some Session Chairs may elect to allow follow-ups. In that case, type FOLLOW-UP TO [Name]’s QUESTION if you have a follow-up.  
3. The Session Chair will call on questioners in turn. When called on, please unmute your mic and ask your question.
4. Feel free to use the chat to add remarks and information, but do not expect the speaker to follow the chat.
5. If time is running out and you haven’t had time to ask your question, we encourage you to type your question into the chat. Feel free to also add useful information or comments to the chat. The chat log will be saved and made available to the presenters. 
 
Thank you for bearing with us as we make our first attempt at virtual sessions. We’re hoping all will go smoothly, but there may be a few issues here and there. We appreciate your patience. If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to Amanda Perry at digital@nacbs.org. 

